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Fill in the gaps of this summary of the story “Secrets”

Kylie lives in Australia. She and her mother have moved to a new house with 

Philip, her mother’s friend. Kylie misses her father. She’s exploring the garden 

and finds an egg. Nobody else knows about the nice, white egg. She feels happy 

because now she has a secret.

Complete this summary of the first part of the story by adding

three fairly short sentences.

She later discovers a coop of hens in wired-up fencing next door. A particularly 

unhealthy-looking hen begins piling up more eggs where she found the first, 

which Kylie follows intently, drawing enjoyment from watching the chickens go 

about their business. Kylie also starts to feel a strange pull towards the 

borehole cover Philip told her not to enter.

Put these sentences in the right order to produce a summary of

the second part of the story

1 She takes the lid off the well.

2 She starts to go down the well with her photo album every day.

3 She watches Philip and her mother and wonders why her father is not with them.

4 She chooses one special photo which makes her feel good.

5 Philip discovers her in the well and hits her.

6 Kylie throws the chicks down the well.

7 Kylie hits the hen and throws it down the well.

8 Kylie cuts off her head from the special photo and throws it away.

Here are some sentences about the three people in this story.

Choose one of the verbs, then complete each sentence.

I disapprove of Kylie for hurting the chickens.

I dislike Kylie’s mother for choosing Philip as her partner.

I dislike Philip for abusing Kylie.
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